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(b) For purposes of determining the 
required minimum nominal full load 
efficiency of an electric motor that has 
a horsepower or kilowatt rating be-
tween two horsepowers or kilowattages 
listed consecutively in paragraph (a) of 
this section, each such motor shall be 
deemed to have a horsepower or kilo-
watt rating that is listed in paragraph 
(a). The rating that the motor is 
deemed to have shall be determined as 
follows: 

(1) A horsepower at or above the mid-
point between the two consecutive 
horsepowers shall be rounded up to the 
higher of the two horsepowers; 

(2) A horsepower below the midpoint 
between the two consecutive horse-
powers shall be rounded down to the 
lower of the two horsepowers, or 

(3) A kilowatt rating shall be directly 
converted from kilowatts to horse-
power using the formula, 1 kilowatt = 
(1/0.746) horsepower, without calcu-
lating beyond three significant decimal 
places, and the resulting horsepower 
shall be rounded in accordance with 
subparagraph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, whichever applies. 

(c) This section does not apply to 
definite purpose motors, special pur-
pose motors, and those motors exempt-
ed by the Secretary. 

[64 FR 54141, Oct. 5, 1999; 65 FR 2227, Jan. 13, 
2000]

§ 431.43 Preemption of state regula-
tions. 

Any state regulation providing for 
any energy conservation standard, or 
other requirement with respect to the 
energy efficiency or energy use, of an 
electric motor that is not identical to 
a Federal standard in effect under this 
subpart is preempted by that standard, 
except as provided for in sections 345(a) 
and 327(b) and (c) of the Act.

Subpart D—Petitions To Exempt 
State Regulation From Pre-
emption; Petitions To Withdraw 
Exemption of State Regulation

§ 431.61 Purpose and scope. 
(a) The regulations in this subpart 

prescribe the procedures to be followed 
in connection with petitions requesting 
a rule that a State regulation pre-

scribing an energy conservation stand-
ard or other requirement respecting en-
ergy use or energy efficiency of a type 
(or class) of covered equipment not be 
preempted. 

(b) The regulations in this subpart 
also prescribe the procedures to be fol-
lowed in connection with petitions to 
withdraw a rule exempting a State reg-
ulation prescribing an energy conserva-
tion standard or other requirement re-
specting energy use or energy effi-
ciency of a type (or class) of covered 
equipment.

§ 431.62 Prescriptions of a rule. 

(a) Criteria for exemption from preemp-
tion. Upon petition by a State which 
has prescribed an energy conservation 
standard or other requirement for a 
type or class of covered equipment for 
which a Federal energy conservation 
standard is applicable, the Secretary 
shall prescribe a rule that such stand-
ard not be preempted if he/she deter-
mines that the State has established 
by a preponderance of evidence that 
such requirement is needed to meet un-
usual and compelling State or local en-
ergy interests. For the purposes of this 
regulation, the term ‘‘unusual and 
compelling State or local energy inter-
ests’’ means interests which are sub-
stantially different in nature or mag-
nitude from those prevailing in the 
U.S. generally, and are such that when 
evaluated within the context of the 
State’s energy plan and forecast, the 
costs, benefits, burdens, and reliability 
of energy savings resulting from the 
State regulation make such regulation 
preferable or necessary when measured 
against the costs, benefits, burdens, 
and reliability of alternative ap-
proaches to energy savings or produc-
tion, including reliance on reasonably 
predictable market-induced improve-
ments in efficiency of all equipment 
subject to the State regulation. The 
Secretary may not prescribe such a 
rule if he finds that interested persons 
have established, by a preponderance of 
the evidence, that the State’s regula-
tion will significantly burden manufac-
turing, marketing, distribution, sale or 
servicing of the covered equipment on 
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